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INDEX-CATALOGUE, FIFTH SERIES 


Volume 2 of the Fifth Series, Index-Catalogue, was re- 
eived from the printer in mid-July; volume 3 is expected in 
ugust,' possibly by the time this item appears. 





Varied emotions will greet the completion of this vast 
ibliographic project conceived almost a century ago and to- 
ay giving a panoramic view of centuries of medical history. 
t has earned a secure and honored reputation as a library 
ool; there are dog-eared copies in centers of research and 
earning throughout the world, where the Index-Catalogue has 
ecome affectionately known as "The Surgeon General." It 
i11 undoubtedly continue to serve the medical community for 
ecades in the future. 





Countless hours of arduous and dedicated effort are em- 
odied in the 61 volumes comprising the five series of the 
ndex-Catalogue: of Billings, Fletcher, and Garrison in se- 
meecting, classifying, and editing; of clerical workers in 
aboriously writing the manuscript copy on cards in longhand 
rior to the introduction of the typewriter into this opera- 
ion as the pioneer venture of the National Library of Medi- 
ne into mechanization; of the printers and proofreaders at 
he Government Printing Office in carefully setting type and 
eading more than a quarter billion characters and, in the 
rocess, acquiring much knowledge of descriptive cataloging 
les and foreign language usage; of the faithful members of 
e staff in dealing with innumerable crises - on funds, ma- 
trials, personnel - who have now finally brought this work 
Dp its honorable termination. 


The Fifth Series of the Index-Catalogue is available 
om the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Print- 
8 Office. Volume 1, Authors and Titles, may be purchased 
$5.50; volume 2, Subjects (A-M), is sold at $6 and volume 
Subjects (N-Z), at $5.75. The entire set of three vol- 
les is sold at $17.25. 











2 AUGUST 196] 


—————————————————————— 
PROGRESS REPORT ON NEW BUILDING 


At the end of July progress toward completion of the 
new building had achieved 80% of the original construction 
schedule calling for completion by mid-June 1961. As the 
summer advances there are hopeful signs pointing toward con- 
pletion by December 1961. The high roof is in place and the 
building is enclosed to exclude the rains; mechanical equip- 
ment will soon be operable and ventilation provided to dry 
the interior wall surfaces so that interior finish work may 
proceed. Final grading is progressing; curbs, walkways, and 
roadways are being paved, and a contract for landscaping is 
about to be awarded. The new building will be dedicated on 
December 14 and 15, 1961. 


THIRD EDITION, UNION LIST OF SERIALS 





The National Library of Medicine completed its part in | 


cooperating in the compilation of the Third Edition of the 
Union List of Serials at the end of June, when the third and 
fourth sections of the Checking Edition were forwarded to 
the ULS Project Office at the Library of Congress. 





The four sections listed some 12,165 serials which be- 
gan before 1950 but which were not listed in earlier edi- 
tions. NLM reported holdings of 1,052 of these titles, sup- 
plying additional bibliographical information on 197 titles. 
There were 121 titles which appeared to be within scope for 
NLM but which are not represented in the NLM collection. 


The in-scope titles not in NLM_ seemed to be of minor 
significance, and many of them existed long ago for a short 
time only. Meager bibliographical information was presented 
in the Checking Edition for some of these titles; all are 
being considered for acquisition. 


RUSSIAN VISIT 


My recent visit to the Soviet Union was made under the 
provisions of the U.S.-U.S.S.R. Cultural Exchange Agreement 
and at the invitation of the Soviet Ministry of Health. Ma- 
jor interests on this trip were centered on the organization 
of the Soviet medical library system and on negotiations for 
the exchange of medical literature. From May 22 to June 10 
I visited about 25 libraries, publishing organizations, and 
other institutions in Moscow, Leningrad, Tbilisi, Sukhuii, 
and Kiev. 
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The largest and most interesting library visited was, 
of course, the State Central Medical Library, Moscow. This 
library is roughly comparable to the U. S. National Library 
of Medicine in service functions and in size of collections 
and staff. Like NLM, it is now housed in an ancient, inade- 
quate building; a new building is being planned for occu- 
pancy in 1963. 


Also visited were the central medical libraries of the 
Georgian Republic (Tbilisi) and of the Ukrainian Republic 
(Kiev), as well as the libraries of a number of medical re- 
search institutes. Among the larger non-medical libraries 
on my itinerary were those of the USSR Academy of Sciences, 
the Academies of Sciences of the Georgian and Ukrainian Re- 
publics, the Lenin Library, the Saltykov-Shchedrin Public 
Library, and the Library of the Institute of Scientific In- 
formation of the USSR. I also discussed procurement matters 
with officials of the State Publishing House of Medical Lit- 
erature (Medgiz) and of International Book (Mezhkniga). 


During three weeks in the Soviet Union I learned a good 
deal about the organization and the operations of the Soviet 
medical library system. I succeeded in widening a number of 
exchange arrangements and in establishing several new ones. 
Of major importance are the face-to-face contacts that were 
made; these personal relationships will constitute an impor- 
tant ingredient in future exchange negotiations with medical 
libraries of the Soviet Union. 


On June 10 LI flew from Moscow to London; the next four 
and a half weeks were spent visiting book dealers, medical 
journal publishers, and libraries in England, France, and 
Italy. [S. Lazerow, Chief, Technical Services Division, NLM] 


PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 


Pulmonary Mycotic Infections. Available from the National 
Library of Medicine without charge, on request to the Di- 
rector. 





Film Reference Guide for Medicine and Allied Sciences, June 





1961. Available from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, at $1 per copy. 


Cancer Motion Picture Guide, 1961. Available from the Super- 





intendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
at $1 per copy. 
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DEATHS OF FRIENDS 


ATHERTON SEIDELL, 1878-25 July 1961. Dr. Seidell had a 
long and distinguished career in the field of biochemical 
research. He was perhaps best known for his work on thy- 
roid, vitamins, and his monumental compilation of Solubili- 
ties of Inorganic and Organic Compounds. He was an early 
advocate of the use of microfilm in libraries; he set up the 
Medicofilm Service at the Army Medical Library during World 
War II, was founder of the original Current List of Medical 
Literature, and was a charter member of the Honorary Con- 
sultants to the Army Medical Library. For more than thirty 
years he lent unwavering and enthusiastic support to the 
programs of the National Library of Medicine. 











ALBERT DEUTSCH, 1905-18 June 1961. Mr. Deutsch, jour- 
nalist and historian, died in England where he was attending 
a meeting of the World Federation of Mental Health. He re- 
ceived many awards for his writings in the field of psychi- 
atric care. He was amember of the Friends of the Armed 
Forces Medical Library, and a frequent user of the Library's 
collections. 





WILLIAM J. BISHOP, 1903-27 July 1961. Word comes from 
London that ''Bish'' died in hospital of complications follow- 
ing surgery. For forty years Mr. Bishop served as librarian 
and bibliographer at the Royal College of Physicians, the 
Royal Society of Medicine, and the Wellcome Historical Medi- 
cal Library; during the last few years he worked as a free- 
lance editor, writer, and bibliographer, and headed the edi- 
torial staff of the new periodical, Medical History. He was 
the author of many articles and books; recently appearing 
were his Bibliography of International Congresses of Medical 
Sciences (1958), compiled for CIOMS; the third edition of 
Notable Names in Medicine and Surgery (1959), with Hamilton 
Bailey; The Early History of Surgery (1960). 

















PSYCHOSOMATICS 


The bibliography on Psychiatry for the Non-Psychiatric 
Physician, compiled by Mrs. Jeannette Barry and published 
last year by the National Library of Medicine, has been re 
published in the May-June 1961 issue of Psychosomatics, and 
in the new form includes additions supplied by Mrs. Anne C. 
Davis of the NLM staff. (Psychosomatics 2:212-9, 1961) 











Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, February 26, 1960 
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